PACBASI 100.03, Fall 2005

INTRODUCTION TO THE PACIFIC BASIN

Michael A. Weiner







Class Hours; Tues/Thurs: 8:30-10:00

Office Hours: Tues/Thurs 1:00-3:00, Weds. By appointment

Office: Pauling 418

Course Description

This interdisciplinary course is designed to introduce you to the diverse cultures, histories, societies, and sub-regions that comprise the Pacific Basin.  During the course of the semester we will also examine contemporary issues, such as economic relations, migration and trafficking, the emergence of regional institutions, as well as the impact of globalization, democratization, transnationalism, and the environment in the “Pacific Basin.”     
The starting point for our enquiry is a survey of the Pacific Basin from the ‘Age of Discovery’ to the present, focusing on the geography, history, cultures and societies of the region. Given the sheer scale and diversity of the Pacific region and its peoples, this course will examine the stages in the structuring of a Pacific region and idea over historical time. In the process, special emphasis will be on “human activities” in and around the Pacific as the principal actors that have continuously formed and transformed both the region itself and the ‘idea’ of a Pacific Basin. The Pacific has been referred to variously as a “Spanish Lake,” an “English Lake,” even a “Russian Lake,” referring to the early influence of Spanish, English and Russian explorers and entrepreneurs in the region. Most recently, during the period immediately following the Pacific War, it was referred to as an “American Lake”. An important aim of the course is to identify competing interests in the region, their impact on peoples living in and around the Pacific, and the resulting cultural and economic transformations that have recently led to the idea of a “Pacific Century.”

Goals and Objectives:

This course is organized around a number of inter-related goals and objectives:

· First, to gain an awareness of the extent to which issues of history and historical memory continue to inform the political economy of the Pacific

·  Second, to analyze the role of European and American imperialism in the formation of the ideas of the Pacific Basin and the Pacific Century

· To gain a critical awareness of the problematic nature of a “Pacific Century”

·  Fourth, to develop oral and written skills through the practices of presentations and argumentation

Course Requirements:

· Regular attendance. You must come to class on time and prepared to discuss the reading(s) assigned for that day  

· Missing 4 classes will result in receiving a D, 5 classes an F. One absence without a medical excuse (see below) will lower you grade, for example, from A to A-

· Lateness (5 or more minutes late) will have a significant, negative impact on your grade. (Two “tardies” will count as missing one class.)

· Only severe illness will be accepted as an excuse for absence. In case of severe illness, please submit a note from a doctor or a nurse treating the student to excuse the absence. 

· Drinking (water, soda, or coffee) is allowed in classroom, but food is not permitted

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS

All papers must be typewritten or word-processed, carefully spell-checked and proofread, and free of grammatical, syntactical, or typographical errors.  Essays containing an inordinate number of such errors will be returned un-read and penalized for lateness (5%).  All sources used should be cited in parenthesis in the text.  The first paper may be re-written at the student’s discretion.  Be sure to cite all sources that you use (in footnotes or in parenthesis within the text), and be sure that you have evidence for all of your arguments and conclusions.  You need not include a bibliography with your essay unless you use sources that are not part of the course readings.

MAP EXERCISE

Due Tuesday, September 20

Using any standard atlas, create a sketch map of the Pacific Basin, including North, Central, and Latin America (Pacific side only). This map is for your personal use, so make it legible, consistent in scale, and portable.  Include and label the following features:

The Capital Cities of Each Country

Principal Language, or Languages Spoken in Each Country
Predominant Religion, or Religions of Each Country
Assessment

1.  1 final exam (50%)

2.  5 reaction papers (2 pages each, total 30%) **

3.   Map Exercise (10%)

4.  Discussion participation (10%)

5.  Class attendance: If you miss 4 classes, you will automatically receive a D; 

  if 5 classes, an F grade.   

** A student may replace any two of these reaction papers with a single 4-page paper based on the following assignment:

Write a paper on the theme of “Representations of Asia, Asians, or Asian America’ based upon a film shown at the San Diego Asian Film Festival (September 29-October 6, 2005).  The venue for the SDAFF is the Pacific Gaslamp 15, located in downtown San Diego (4th and G Street).  You may select from any of the more than 100 films (including feature, documentary, short subject, anime) films that will be shown at the festival.  For full details regarding this Festival, go to SDAFF.org. If you intend to take this option, you must inform me before the first “Reaction Paper is due. Travel arrangements are the responsibility of the student. 

FINAL EXAMINATION

The Final Examination for this course takes the form of a research paper 8-10 pages in length.  You are to select one of the Pacific Basin countries (other than the United States, or Canada) and provide an analysis of its development (economic, social, and political) since the mid-nineteenth century. Among the themes that should be addressed are the following: colonialism, nationalism and nation state formation, the development of a civil society and human rights, economic development and environmental protection.  Be sure to cite all sources that you use (in footnotes or in parenthesis within the text), and be sure that you have evidence for all of your arguments and conclusions.  You will need to include a bibliography of all sources used. Students must attend individual tutorials with the instructor to discuss the project, potential sources, etc. Final Exam due in my office as scheduled in the Final Exam period

In completing the Final Examination you should bear the following in mind:

· Work from an outline that has been approved by the professor
· Plan to schedule at least two individual tutorials with the professor as part of this assignment
Grading Scale:

A+:  96.1-100      A: 94.1-96        A-: 90-94

B+:  86.1-89.9     B: 84.1-86        B-: 80-84

C+:  76.1-79.9     C: 74.1-76        C-: 70-74

D:    60-69.9

F:     0-59.9

· There is no textbook assigned for this course.

Books and Articles for Selected Readings (ON RESERVE):

· Brecher, Jeremy and Costello, Tim, Global Village or Global Pillage, Southend Press; 2nd editon (1998)“The Era of Nation-Based Economies” and “The Dynamics of Globalization”, pp. 35-63.
· Buffington, Robert and Caimari, Lila (eds.)  Keen's Latin American Civilization: History & Society, 1492 to the Present, Westview Press; 8th edition (2004) Chapters 1-5, 17, 18  

· Castles, Stephen Miller, Mark (eds.) The Age of Migration The Guilford Press; 3rd edition (2003) Chapter 7, (pp. 154-177)
· Chan, Sucheng, “The International Context of Asian Emigration” in Sucheng Chan, Asian Americans: An Interpretive History , Twayne Publishers, (1991), pp. 3-23.

· Consuelo, Leon W., M., “Foundations of the American Image of the Pacific” in Asia/Pacific as a Cultural Production, edited by Arif Dirlik and Rob Wilson, Duke 

                   University Press (1995), pp. (17-29)

· Cooper, Michael, They Came to Japan; An Anthology of European Reports on Japan, 1543-1640, University of California Press (1965) (pp. 53-66, 189-199, 229-243

· Cumings, Bruce, Origins of the Korean War; Liberation and the Emergence of Separate Regimes 1945-1947, Princeton University Press (1989) Preface and Chapter 1 (pp. 1-38)

· Dower, John, War Without Mercy; Race and Power in the Pacific War, Pantheon Books (1986) Chapters 2-5 (pp. 15-117)

· Dower, John, Embracing Defeat; Japan in the Wake of World War II, W.W. Norton Co. (1999) Chapters 1, 9, 11 (pp. 33-64, 277-301, 319-345

· Goodman, Roger, White, Gordon, and Kwon, Huck-ju (eds.), The East Asian Welfare Model; Welfare Orientalism and the State, Routledge, (1998) Chapter 1 (pp. 3-24)

· Hein, Laura and Selden, Mark, Censoring History; Citizenship and Memory in Japan, Germany, and the United States, M.E. Sharpe (2000) Chapters 1,2 (pp. 3-73)         

· Hsieh, Chiao-Min, “Geographical Exploration by the Chinese” in Herman R. Friis ed., The Pacific Basin: A History of Its Geographical Exploration (NY: American 

                    Geographical Society, 1967), pp. 87-95.

· Karnow, Stanley, In Our Image; America’s Empire in the Philippines, Random House (1989) Chapter 8 (pp. 196-226)
· Lindstrom, Lamont, “Images of Islanders in Pacific War Photographs” in T. Fujitani, White and Yoneyama (eds.) Perilous Memories: The Asia-Pacific War(s), Duke University Press, (2001), pp. 107-128.   

· Mc Cormack, Gavan, The Emptiness of Japanese Affluence, M.E. Sharpe (2001) Chapter 1  (pp. 25-77)

· Muriga, Nobuo, “Geographical Exploration by the Japanese” in Herman R. Friis ed., The Pacific Basin: A History of Its Geographical Exploration ,NY: American 

      Geographical Society (1967), pp. 96-108. 

· Spurr, David, The Rhetoric of Empire; Colonial Discourse in Journalism, Travel Writing, and Imperial Administration, Duke University Press (1993) Chapters 4-6 (pp. 61-91)
· Takaki, Ronald, Strangers from a Distant Shore: A History of Asian Americans, Backbay Books (1998) (updated and revised), Chapter 4, (pp. 132-178)    

· Thompson, Grahame, (ed.), Economic Dynamism in the Asia-Pacific, Routledge, 1998, Chapters 5,6 (pp. 112-161)

· Tsuda, Gakuyuki, “ The Permanence of ‘Temporary’ Migration: The ‘Structural Embeddedness’ of Japanese-Brazilian Immigrant Workers in Japan”, “ Journal of Asian Studies, Vol.58, No.3 (1999) pp.687-722

· Watson, James, “Introduction: Transnationalism, Localization, and Fast Food in East Asia,” in Watson, James L. ed., Golden Arches East: McDonald’s in East Asia, StanfordUniversity Press (1997), pp. 1-38.

Films: We will watch all or part of these films in class
Birds of Paradise

Picture Bride

Images of Indians

Beach Red

The Atomic Café
The Thin Red Line

The Mission

The Global Assembly Line

Global Village or Global Pillage 

A Contradiction in Globalization (by Eun-yi Chung)

A Walking Transnational Company: BoA as a Product of Transnationalism (by Sunny Seo)

Why We Fight

A Race Apart

Guns, Germs and Steel

Black Robe

1421 - The Year China Discovered America

Rizal

Tae Guk Ki

Pikadon 

Out of a Firestorm

Course Schedule:

September 13 
Introduction to the course 



Film: “Guns, Germs and Steel (1)

September 15
The Contours of Contact

Readings due: David Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire, Chapters 4-6, (pp. 61-91)

Film: “Guns, Germs and Steel (2) Discussion

September 20
Europeans in the “New World” (1)

Readings due: Keen's Latin American Civilization, Chapter 1,2

Film: “Black Robe” (Part I)

Reaction Paper I due: “Guns, Germs and Steel” – Assess your response/s to this documentary.  What does it tell us about the evolution of the modern World Order?  What processes have been at work?

September 22
Europeans in the “New World” (2)

Readings due: Keen’s Latin American Civilization, Chapters 3,4

Film: “Black Robe” (Part II)

September 27   Euro-American Images and Pacific Realities

Readings due: Consuelo, Leon W., M., “Foundations of the American Image of the Pacific” in Asia/Pacific as a Cultural Production, pp. 17-29.  

Films: Excerpts from “The Thin Red Line”;  “Images of Indians” Discussion

September 29 
Euro-American Images and Pacific Realities (2)

                     
Reading: Lamont Lindstrom, “Images of Islanders in Pacific War Photographs” 

                     
Film: “Bird of Paradise” Discussion

October   4 
Traders and Missionaries in the Pacific (The case of Japan)
Readings Due: Cooper, They Came to Japan; An Anthology of European Reports on Japan, 1543-1640, University of California Press, 1965, (pp. 53-66, 189-199, 229-243)



Film:  “The Mission” Discussion

Reaction Paper II due: Compare and contrast the images of missionaries and ‘natives’ contained in the “Black Robe” and “The Mission”.  What factor/s do you think accounts for any differences?
October   6 
Asian Explorations 

                    
Readings: Chiao-Min Hsieh, “Geographical Exploration by the Chinese” 
                    
Nobuo Muroga, “Geographical Exploration by the Japanese”


       
Film: “1421 - The Year China Discovered America” (Part 1)

October   11
 Asian Migrations across the Pacific (1)
                     
Readings: Sucheng Chan, “The International Context of Asian Emigration”



Film: “1421” (Part 2)

October   13
Asian Migration across the Pacific (2): Plantation Life in Hawaii 

Readings due: Ronald Takaki, Strangers from a Different Shore, Chapter 4

                  
Film: “Picture Bride”

Reaction Paper III due: Provide a critical analysis of the film “1421”.  What was your reaction to the film? Was it believable?  Why? Why not?
October   18
The United States as Colonial Power; the Philippines

Readings due:  Stanley Karnow, In Our Image; America’s Empire in the   Philippines, Random House, 1989, Chapter 8 (pp. 196-226)

Film: “Rizal”

October   20     The Colonial Economy

  Readings due: Keen's Latin American Civilization, Chapter 5 (pp. 103-126) 

October   27     The Asian ‘Other’ in Early 20th Century America

  Readings due: Sucheng Chan, Chapter  TBA

  Film: “The Cheat” (Discussion)

November 1     The Fourteen-Year War in the Pacific 

  Readings due: John Dower, War Without Mercy, Chapters 2,3

  Film: “Why We Fight World War II - The Battle of China / War Comes to 

  America” (wartime propaganda film)
November 3      Images of the “Asiatic” Enemy

Readings due: John Dower, War without Mercy, Chapters 4,5

Film:  “Beach Red” (Discussion)

November 8
Atomic Warfare and the Pax Americana

Readings due: John Dower, Embracing Defeat, Chapters 1,9,11

Films: Atomic Café; or “Out of a Firestorm”

Reaction Paper IV due: Compare and contrast the images of the enemy in “Why We Fight” and “Beach Red”.  What factors account for the differences and similarities to be found in these films?

November 10    The Korean War; causes and consequences

Readings due:  Bruce Cumings, The Origins of the Korea War, Preface and Chapter 1



Film: Taeguk-ki (Part I)

November 15 
The Contours of Post-1945 Globalization

Readings due: Brecher & Costello, Global Village or Global Pillage: Economic     Reconstruction from the Bottom Up, Southend Press (Second Editon) (1998), Chapters 2-3 (pp. 35-63) 

         Film: Taeguk-ki (Part II) (Discussion)
November 17   American Culture and Globalization: McDonald’s as Transnationalism?

                         Readings: James Watson, “Introduction: Transnationalism, Localization, and Fast 

Food in East Asia,” in Golden Arches East : McDonald’s in East Asia, Stanford University Press (1997) , pp. 1-38

November 22    Global Economies and the Pacific Basin     

Readings due: Economic Dynamism in the Asia-Pacific, Chapters 5,6; Keen’s Latin American Civilization, Chapter 18 

Film: Excerpts from  “A Race Apart” (BBC)

Reaction Paper V: What does the film “Tae Guk Gi” tell us about contemporary Korean society?  Why couldn’t this film have been made in the 1970s, 1980s, or even the 1990s?

November 29
Technology, Economic Development and the Environment: The Case of Japan 

Readings due: Gavan McCormack, The Emptiness of Japanese Affluence, M.E. Sharpe, 2001, Chapter 1 (pp. 25-77)



Film: “Global Village or Global Pillage”
December 1
Globalization and Transnational Migration

Readings due:  Stephen Castles and Mark Miller (eds.) The Age of Migration (3rd editon) The Guilford Press, 2003, Chapter 7, (pp. 154-177), Tsuda, Gakuyuki, Journal of Asian Studies, Vol.58, No.3 (1999) (pp.687-722)



Film: “The Global Assembly Line”

December 6
Civil Society and Governance

Readings due: Keen’s Latin American Civilization, Chapter 17 (pp. 453-484), Goodman, White and Kwon (eds.), The East Asian Welfare Model, Routledge, (1998) Chapter 1 (pp. 3-24)

  December 8
The Problem of History: The Pacific War and its Remembrance



Readings due:  Hein and Selden, Censoring History, Chapters 1,2 (pp. 3-73)         

