INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 271, Fall 2005

THE EMERGENCE OF MODERN JAPAN

Michael A. Weiner







Class Hour & Venue: Tues/Thurs, 10:30-12:00 

Office Hours: Tues/Thurs: 1:00-3:00, Weds. By appointment

Office: Pauling 418

This course will introduce you to the history of Japan from the mid-nineteenth century until the end of the twentieth century.  In the first part of the course, we will focus on the  turbulent final decades of the Tokugawa Period, through the Meiji Restoration of 1868 and its immediate aftermath.  The second part of the course, extending through the end of the Pacific War in 1945, will consider the remarkable and eventful adaptation of Japan to the “modern” world of European imperialism, colonialism, and industrial capitalism.  In the final part of the course we will focus on the postwar reconstruction of Japan, its re-emergence as an economic and political global actor, and on more recent social and cultural trends. We have come to know Japan primarily as an economic superpower, but we must not lose sight of how this has come to be, the history of rapid and often traumatic change, conflict and conquest.  In the process of historical study, we will also encounter individual Japanese, in order to become better aware of cultural differences, commonalities, and communications.

We will meet twice each week for lecture and discussion.  The lectures will expand upon material in the textbook and introduce new themes, comparisons, and information.  The discussions will usually focus on the assigned readings, including primary texts, films, and newspaper accounts of life in contemporary Japan.  The course requirements are:

1. Completion of all readings on time

2. Attendance at class and participation in discussion

3. A map exercise (see Map Exercise)

4. Three short papers (see Assignments)

5. A final examination   

Each paper will count for 25% of your grade, and the final examination 25%.  You should begin your semester by devising a note-taking system, which includes careful markers for important dates, names, and events.  Japanese names are difficult for non-Japanese speakers to remember, and you should spend some time learning them.  

The SOKA Bookshop has ordered the following titles.  You should purchase all of these books, as most will be read in their entirety.

Pyle, Kenneth, The Making of Modern Japan

Dower, John, Embracing Defeat
Field, Norma, In theRealm of a Dying Emperor
Weiner, Michael, Japan’s Minorities; the illusion of homogeneity
Shimasaki Toson (Kenneth Stine, trans), Broken Commandment

Copies of other readings (marked (REP) in the syllabus) will be on reserve in the Library.

Selected Readings (ON RESERVE):

· Dower, John, War Without Mercy; Race and Power in the Pacific War, Pantheon Books (1986) Chapters 2-5 (pp. 15-117), 10 (pp.262-290)

· Fujitani, Takeshi, Splendid Monarchy; Power and Pageantry in Modern Japan, Univerity of California Press, (1998) Chapter 1 (pp. 1-28)
· Gordon, Postwar Japan as History , University of California Press (1993) Chapters 4,5 (pp. 99-144)
· Keene, Donald, The Japanese Discovery of Europe, 1720-1830, Stanford University Press, (1969) Chapters 2, 4 (pp. 16-30, 59-90)
· Hane Mikiso, Peasants, Rebels, & Outcastes;The Underside of Modern Japan, Pantheon Books (2003), Pages  78-101, 139-171  

· Hane Mikiso, Refections on the Way to the Gallows; Voices of Japanese Rebel Women, Pantheon Books (1988) Chapter 4 (pp. 75-124)
· Hein, Laura and Selden, Mark (eds.), Censoring History; Citizenship and Memory in Japan, Germany, and the United States, M.E. Sharpe (2000) Chapter 1 (pp. 3-52), Chapter 4 (pp. 96-126)   
· Mc Cormack, Gavan, The Emptiness of Japanese Affluence, M.E. Sharpe (2001) Chapter 1 (pp.25-77), Chapter 6  (pp. 225-277)

· Napier, Susan, Anime; from Akira to Princess Mononoke, Palgrave  2001, Chapters 2,10 (pp. 

· Nishiyama Matsunosuke, Edo Cuture; Daily Life and Diversions in Urban Japan, 1600-1868, University of Hawai’i Press, 1997, Chapters 1,2 (pp. 23-52)

· Watson, James, “Introduction: Transnationalism, Localization, and Fast Food in East Asia,” in Watson, James L. ed., Golden Arches East: McDonald’s in East Asia, StanfordUniversity Press (1997), pp. 1-38, 
· Weiner, Michael, Race and Migration in Imperial Japan, Routledge, 1994, Chapter 2 (pp. 38-93)

Films 

(As part of this course, we will watch all or part of the following films and documentaries)

Chushingura

Meiji Japan

Twilight Samurai

Thin Red Line

Japan takes on Detroit

Out of a Firestorm

The Learning Machine

Japan, A Race Apart

GO
Bubble Trouble

Princess Mononoke

SYLLABUS

September 13
Orientalism and Japan; 400 years of images

September 15
The Foundations of Tokugawa Rule



Readings due: Pyle, Chapters 2,3



Film: “Chushingura” (excerpts)

September 20
Sakoku. Kokugaku, and Rangaku: Tokugawa Japan in the World

Readings due: Keene, The Japanese Discovery of Europe, Chapters 2,4 (REP). 

MAP EXERCISE DUE
September 22
Domestic Change and Foreign Incursion; The Bakumatsu Period

Readings due: Pyle, Chapter 4; Nishiyama, Edo Culture, Chapters 1,2 (pp. 23-52)

September 27
Film: “Twilight Samurai” (excerpts) (discussion)

September 29  Meiji Isshin; An Unintended Revolution



Readings due: Pyle, Chapter 5 (discussion)

October 4
Crucial Decisions: Centralization, Militarization, Industrialization



Readings due: Pyle, Chapter 6,7

October 6
The Social Consequences; Poverty, Inequality, and Marginality

Readings due: Hane Mikiso, Peasants, Rebels and Outcastes, pp. 78-101, 139-171 (REP)  

FIRST PAPER DUE
October   11
Meiji Culture: Westernization and “Japanese Spirit”

Readings due: Pyle, Chapter 8, Fujitani, Splendid Monarchy, Chapter 1, (pp. 1-28)  (REP)

October   13
Meiji Imperialism and the Home Front



Readings due: Pyle, Chapter 9

October   18
Evaluating the Meiji Period (discussion)



Film: “Meiji Japan” from the Pacific Century
October   20
“Taisho Democracy”: Socialists, Anarchists, and Communists

Readings due: Pyle, Chapter 10, Hane, Refections on the Way to the Gallows, Chapter 4 (pp.75-124) (REP)

October   25
Not just another Earthquake: Kantō Dai Shinsai: 



Readings due: Weiner, Race and Migration, Chapter 2 (pp. 38-93) (REP)

October   27
Zaibatsu, Militarists, and Asian Expansionism



Readings due: Pyle, Chapter 11

November  1
Asian Co-Prosperity and the “Yamato Race”



Readings due: Dower, Chapter 10 (pp 262-290) (REP)



Film:  “Thin Red Line” (excerpts)      

November   3
The Aftermath of War: The Bomb, Responsibility, and Memory 

Readings due:  Pyle, Chapter,    Field, Dying Emperor, Part III (pp.176-266 (REP), 

Film: “Hellfire” SECOND PAPER DUE
November   8  Occupation and Reconstruction



Readings due: Field, Dying Emperor, Part I (pp. 33-104), Pyle, Chapter 12



Film: “Out of a Firestorm” (BBC)

November 10
Political Economy and the Not so Miraculous “Economic Miracle”

Readings due: Pyle, Chapters 13, 14; Gordon, Postwar Japan as History (1993) Chapters 4,5 (pp. 99-144 (REP)



Film: “Japan takes on Detroit” (BBC) 

November  15
The ‘New Middle Class and Educational Realities

Readings due: Pyle, Chapter 15; Hein & Selden, Censoring History,  Chapter 4 (pp. 96-126)  (REP)

Film: “The Learning Machine” (BBC)

November  17
The Developmental State

Readings due: Gavan McCormack, Japanese Affluence, Chapter 1 (pp.25-77) (REP)

November  22
Minorities, Marginality, and Nihonjinron 



Readings due: Weiner, Japan’s Minorities, Chapters 2, 3, 6, 7 



Film: “Japan, A Race Apart” (discussion)
November  29
Film: “GO” (excerpts) and discussion



Readings due: Weiner, Japan’s Minorities, Chapters 1, 4, 8 

December  1
The “Bubble” Years and the end of Shōwa

Readings due: Pyle, Chapter 16; Field, In the Realm, Chapter   THIRD PAPER DUE


Film:  “Bubble Trouble” (discussion)

December  6
The Globalization of Japanese Culture: Manga and Anime Themes 

Readings due: Susan Napier, Anime; from Akira to Princess Mononoke, Chapters 2, 10 (REP)



Film: “Princess Mononoke” (excerpts) (discussion)

December  8
Japan in the World: Problems of Memory and Proper Place

Readings due:  Pyle, Chapter, McCormack, Japanese Affluence, Chapter 6, (pp.225-277) Hein & Selden, Censoring History, Chapter 1 (pp. 3-52,  (REP)
(discussion)
 

MAP EXERCISE

Due Tuesday, September 20

Using any standard atlas, draw a sketch map of Japan, Korea, and contiguous portions of China.  This map is for your own use, so make it legible, consistent in scale, and portable.  Include and label the following features:

The main islands of Japan: Honshu, Shikoku, Kyushu, Hokkaido

Principal cities in Japan: Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto, Hiroshima, Kamakura, Sendai, Kagoshima, Sapporo, Nagasaki, Fukuoka, Kanazawa

Principal cities in Korea: Seoul, Pyongyang, Pusan

Principal cities in China: Beijing (Peking), Tianjin (Tientsin), Dalian (Ta-lien), Dairen (Port Arthur), Shenyang (Mukden), Qingdao (Tsingtao), Harbin

Russia: Vladivostok 

Regions on the mainland: Manchuria (Manchukuo), Liaodong (Liaotung) Peninsula, Shandon (Shantung) Peninsula

Physical Features:
Straits of Shimonoseki




Taiwan (Formosa) Island




Okinawa and the Ryukyu (Liu-ch’iu) Islands




Bohai (Po-hai) Gulf




Tsushima Island




Cheju Island




Seto Naikai (The Inland Sea)




Ise and Tokyo Bays

Locate and draw on your map the route of the Tokaido, the great highway which ran from Edo to Kyoto during the Tokugawa Period and which remains Japan’s most traveled inter-regional corridor.

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS *

All papers must be typewritten or word-processed, carefully spell-checked and proofread, and free of grammatical, syntactical, or typographical errors.  Essays containing an inordinate number of such errors will be returned un-read and penalized for lateness (5%).  All sources used should be cited in parenthesis in the text.  The first paper may be re-written at the student’s discretion.  Be sure to cite all sources which you use (in footnotes or in parenthesis within the text), and be sure that you have evidence for all of your arguments and conclusions.  You need not include a bibliography with your essay unless you use sources which are not part of the course readings.

First Paper (due October 6)

Find and read a book-length non-fiction account of Meiji Period Japan (pre-1912) written by a Euro-American and based upon the author’s own direct observations (That is, a primary source).  Write a five (5) - page paper describing the account and comparing it to the other texts about Japan that you have read.  Is it accurate?  Is it fair? What biases does the author bring to the analysis? Taking those biases into account, what can we learn about Meiji Japan from the book?

Second Paper (due November 3)

Read the novel, Broken Commandment in its entirety.  Write a five (5) page paper that includes a brief summary of the plot (1 page), and answers the following questions:  Compared with other accounts found in the course readings, how accurate a reflection of Burakumin life at the turn of the 19th/20th centuries does the novel provide?  How sympathetic was the protagonist?  What would you have done in his position? Bearing in mind that this novel was written for a Japanese audience, what do you think was the author’s purpose in writing this novel?

Third Paper (due December 1)

Read John Dower’s Embracing Defeat.  On the basis of that text and the other course readings, write a five (5) page review of this book focusing on the author’s portrayal of individual Japanese and Americans.  Does Dower make the history of the American Occupation of Japan a human story? What, if anything, does Dower teach you about “being Japanese” that you did not know before?  How does Dower’s portrayal of Japan and the Japanese differ from Pyles’s?

· You may replace either Paper number 1 or 2, but not #3 with the following:

Write a five (5) page paper paper on the theme of “Representations of Asia, Asians, or Asian America’ based upon two (2) films shown at the San Diego Asian Film Festival (September 29-October 6, 2005).  Your assignment is analyze and interpret the differences and between the two films. The venue for the SDAFF is the Pacific Gaslamp 15, located in downtown San Diego (4th and G Street).  You may select from any of the more than 100 films (including feature, documentary, short subject, anime) films that will be shown at the festival.  For full details regarding this Festival, go to SDAFF.org. If you intend to take this option, you must inform me in advance. Travel arrangements are the responsibility of the student.
Final Examination Preparation Sheeet

INTS 271- The Emergence of Modern Japan

Fall 2005

All the questions on the final examination will be taken from the following.  There will be no surprises.  Please pay careful attention to the number of minutes suggested for each of the parts of the examination.  The examination will be 120 minutes in length. If there are medical reasons for awarding an extended period of time, please inform me well in advance of the examination.  The examination will be in three parts, two of identification and one of essays.  Please follow the instructions for each part as precisely as you can.

Part I – Identification (People) (twenty-five minutes, 5 minutes each)


You will be asked to identify five (5) people from a list of ten (10), all taken from the following list.  Your identification should include: (1) chronological position (e,g, late 19th century, mid-20th century); (2) an identification (who was this person?); and (3) a statement of significance (why was this person important?).  Each answer should contain all three of these parts


Beate Sirota

Douglas MacArthur

Fukuzawa Yukichi

Hara Kei (Takashi)

Itō Hirobumi

Saigo Takamori

Okubo Toshimichi

Showa Emperor (Hirohito)

Yamagata Aritomo

Motoshima Hiroshi (the mayor)

Ikeda Hayato

Hiratsuka Raichō

Iwakura Tomomi

Yoshida Shigeru

Ienaga Saburō

Tanaka Kakuei

General Leslie Groves

Part II – Identification (Events and Terms) (25 minutes, 5 minutes each)

You will be asked to identify five (5) terms from a list of ten (10), all taken from the following list.  Your identification should include: (1) a chronological position (e.g. the Bakumatsu period, 1923); (2) an identification (define the term or describe the event); and (30 a statement of significance (why was this important?).  Each answer should include all three of these parts.

August 6, 1945

Battle of Midway

Comfort Women

Diet

Manchurian Incident

Treaty of Portsmouth

Sonno Joi

Eta Gari

People’s Rights Movement (Jiyu Minken Undo)

Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere

Zainichi

Article 9

Sankin Kotai

Reverse Course

Hibakusha

Nikkeiren  (Japan Federation of Employers’ Associations)

Nikkeijin

Special Measures Law for Dowa Projects (SML)

Otaku

Minamata disease

Meiji Constitution

Ainu

Year 55 Regime

Ijime

Equal Employment Opportunity Law (EEOL)

Part III Essays – (70 minutes, 35 minutes each)

Select two (2) essay questions from the following list of four (5).  Your essay should be well organized, coherent, and LEGIBLE!  You may bring outlines with you, but notes will be prohibited.  Be sure that you answer the question asked, rather than some other question.  Back up your main points with concrete evidence and examples from the readings, lectures, and films.

1. Pyle claims that the arrival of Perry’s “Black Ships” did not cause Japan’s transition to the Meiji period but rather catalyzed it.  What elements of instability and existed in late Tokugawa Japan that were already leading to significant changes in society, culture, and economy? How did Perry’s arrival speed up (catalyze) those transformations?

2. Japanese nationalists since the Tokugawa period have claimed uniqueness and superiority for their culture.  On what grounds did they base their claim in different periods of Japanese history? In what way/s do you find their claims to be justified? In contrast, what similarities do you find between contemporary Japanese culture and Euro-American cultures?

3. Assess the causes and consequences of Japan’s postwar economic recovery. To what extent did ‘cultural’ factors determine economic outcomes? Who were the winners, and who were the losers?

4. Using one of Japan’s minorities as a “case study”, assess the role and function (ideological, political, economic, and social) of marginality in 20th century Japan.  

5. Many Japanese politicians have argued that Japan has sufficiently atoned for war crimes committed during the Pacific War.  This view has been rejected by all of Japan’s neighbors in East Asia.  What factors (e.g. political, social, economic) have accounted for the failure of all parties to reconcile these positions?

