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As long as there have been recorded histories, humanity has engaged in violence. In this 

macabre social mosaic that pits human against human, religion is a reoccurring justifier. 

People often identify religion as the penultimate of human aspirations; religious adherents 

herald their beliefs as a remedy for social problems. While religion has been a force for gen-

erosity, empathy, and social justice, it has a darker side as well.  There are patterns of 

thought that excuse the act of killing. Though often invisible, these structures of thought 

dominate the ways in which we understand and ethicize situations. In this talk, Dr. Jerryson 

addresses the cognitive patterns that stretch across religious traditions and communities. 
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